PREFACE
THE preparation of this book has involved a study of many different branches of Science and Philosophy. As I completed my survey of these various branches in turn, I usually summed up the conclusions which I had gathered and published them as articles in the reviews, with the object partly of giving precision to the ideas, partly ot gaining the advantage of criticism. It thus comes about that I have to make a number of acknowledgments for permission accorded me to republish parts of these articles in the present work. The greater part of Chapter I was published in the Candid Quarterly Review for November 1916. Certain portions of Chapter III appeared in the Edinburgh Review for January 1909, January 1911, and April 1912. Part of Chapter IV was published in Science Progress for January 1915. The theory of Chapter V was sketched in two articles in the Hibbert Journal in April and July 1916. Finally, a ^small part of Chapter VI, and many of the ideas of Chapter IV, were developed in articles in [Bedrock in October 1912, July 1913, and January 1914. To the proprietors of these Reviews I tender my cordial thanks for their courtesy in allowing me to make use of these articles for the present work.
I have also to thank Mr. Mark Barr for many valuable observations and criticisms on Chapter II.
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